A Love Aftfair With Skating

starri ng

Joan Scribner

When | fist saw Joan Scribrer, one
sunivy maming in the mid-ninahsen aight
ies ab Sky Rink, | thought for @ moment
that she was the ociess Dina Mermi
There woas not only the FII‘Ilrl}I[_'UI TG
blance; Joan, wearing bright green,
was cenerice, working with a Howing
pisce of multi-hued chiffan, experiment
ing with it o3 @ prop lor o progrom she
wias wodking on, | smiled = leave it 1o
o gifed acirass to think up such o the
atically effective concepl

Joon has abways disployed the insfincls
ol an artist, a flair for the dramasic. Her
remance with the ice began af o young
age: " wos around seven, My parents

anrclled me in the Junior Club ot the

2 | loo Thaaite of Mew York Galo

Skoling Club of MNew York,” sha recalls
Clossmate Mancy Sreeter, the some
oge, shored Joan’s enthusiosm [they
were close fiends; their fothers were
paringrs in the some law Firm, Dowis
Polk). “That's how one slored skating in
hase yeors,” recolls Mancy,  “You
joined the Club, which, bock then, was
U'Jurll,‘{,"{i in a mom toditional way
than in kater years,”

A native MNew Yorker, Joon Surdedand
“from the beginning, wos o bom par
former,” says MNancy Streeter, “ond very
singleminded albout it.”

Inferestinghy, compatitive skating was not
Joan's mison d'etre. Joon's cooch, the
rencwned Piame B'Uﬂ{-". Wi 0ol
fomed to pupils who were fercely
competitive
that,” siotes Joan. “l've alwoys been
interested in inlerpreting the music; the
arlistc side of skafing ahways appealed
lo me, exprewing mysell on the ice,

| mever concenirated on

communicoling with the oudience. |

lewved the cudience.”

Joon ond felew club members hod
golden opportunities o perform anne-
ally, for thousands of pecple, ol
Madison Square Garden [at its original
location, S0th Steet and Eighth Avenue]
whenever the loe Copodes ond lce
Folies come to town
skaters opened the show,” recolls joan

Junior Club
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“We'd perlorm an eloborofe number
then the Senior Club did i roufines
and then the ice show come on.”
Yvonne Sherman [loter Unied Saotes
champion] and lucy Brennon [loler o
disinguished jucge] were among other
young club members who perlormed of
these events

“Those were fun fimes,” recalls Joon
“Aberwarnds, we'd mingle with the o
of the ice shows ond got their oulo
grophs.”

When Joan atlended Chepin, she iold her
mother she wonled o sole fullime
“Mather soid,
joon’s passion for the sport never dimin
shed, Moncy Sheeter observes, “VWhile |
$opped shosing in iy e yoors ond
come bock lo it loler), loon never
siopped, not thraugh high schodl and fowr
years at Bryn Mowr. Even ofier the mor
ried) and hod childeen, she kept it up.”

no,” and thal wos thatl”

“There wos o beoufiful rink near Bryn
Mawr,” recalls Jaon. 7] love o skote
very early in the moming. 5o, of down
I'd phone for o iod (e ride cost filry
cends| go o e rink and ain then it
was back to school and the losk of get
ting an education.”

Through the years, joon skofed manmy

exchibitions, in many venyes

‘Performing of Rockefeller Cenler fos



Peter Dunlield, was especially thilling
At night, standing on that mirarlike sur
foce of ice, walling for my music to
bagin, locking up and seaing all thoss
lights, the peeple = it was o deam
There was somathing spiritual about i,
It inspred me.”

Mo mater whese she skoted, spectators
ohways memaked on how lovely she
looked. Few realized hat °| designed =
ond mode = my own costurmes,” she
daclores with pride. And she adiled her
o Msle,

Joen maried book publisher Charles
Seribrer, Ir., and the couple had free
sons: Chares N, Blair and john. |oan's
skating was an enthusiashicolly supr
ported foct of family (ife.

At the old Town Tennis Club, on
Manhattan’s East Side, there wos o
peticd when “hey llooded and foze
thair two couns,” recalls Palmer Boker,
‘and a lot of Mew York Club membaers
would go there lo skake with their kics.
| wos theie one morming with my wile
Almo ond ocur doughler, and Joon was
there with her eldest son, Chailie,
Young Charlie leaned across 1o Alma,
and said:

‘Wus, Baker, | think M Baker hos eyes
for my mother,” And | did! | think every
one did,”

Joon laughs, ramembaring the occasion
Her eyos wese siricty on her shating.
Her positive otifude rarely fobiered, but
there were moments, WWhen Joons
good friend lond legend in the skoing
world] Richard Dwawr, of lee Fallies
fome, invited Joon o perform at the
opening ceremonies of Cenral Park's
Wollman Rink [newly renovated by
Dana'd Trumpl, she declined

“l eon’t, Dick,” | told him. “I've got new
bootsl  They'ne not beoken inl”  Dick

wouldn't toke no for an answer. ‘look,’
ha rold me, “you wen't have te do o
whale program. Il skale with you -
vou do hall the program, 'l do the ather
half,” 'Dick, I'm nat that grea! o skater,
| said,

You arel’ he said. 'l saw you skale of
Sy Rinkl” Well, | did it = and it urned
out fine.”

There wos fe time joon promised lce
Theaire of Mew York's former Associals
Directar/ Chavsographer Relb MeBrien
she'd do o performonce ot Sky Rink. "I
procticed at o public session, my blode
gol suck on a plece of chewing gum,
and | fell. | looked down, and there
wis blood all over the ice — minel I'd
sloshed my leg. | siumbled over 1o the
manogers office and colled my son,
Charlie, Tl be right over and drive you
to the hospital,’ he soid. | waos very
upset = not because | was injured, but
because | wouldn't be able 1o skale tha
nightl They stixched me up of the hospe
tol, and the docior conlirmed my fears:
You won't be oble 1o skote,” That did i
- | went back to the rink, determined o
perfarm but cenain I'd give o poor per
formance. When | amived, o greal
colm come over me. Instead of being
olraid and worred, | soid to mysell, °|
con do this, I'm going o be alight.
And, thark God, | wos. | skated very
wall that night.”

In receni years, joan has done some-
thing wery interesting,” obsarves Palmer
Baker. “She turned professional, and
began oppearing in commercials.” I
was on an girplone o couple of years
ago when the ads preceding the movie
floshed on” recolls Moncy Steater
“find there was loan, on screen, part of
o commercial for Rockefeller Centarl”

Joan's desire to explore all possibilities
on the ice [she's odded ice dancing 1o
her repertaing] hos enobled her to dis
cover new ways ho express hesself.

“‘The dedicotion and concentration

skofing requires hos such o positive
impact in all oher areas of one's life,”
she nohés.,

Joon hos been o vilol force in helping
Founder/Directar  Maoira MNarth 1o
lounch and susiain loe Theate of Mew
York. “Joan Scribrer wos one of hase
who was instumeniol in bringing lce
Theare 1o life, contributing on oll levels
- personal and financial. She has an
inngte underanding of what it iokes io
be able 1o ceate and perdorm with ortis:
tic integrity; of Ihe impononce of
establishing o climale in which arfiss
con hunction successhully Her enthusi
asm for the sport, and the joy it brings
her, are contagious. And she is o wonr
derfully procticol woman = on mone than
one occasion, she has been right there
o3 a volunieer waorking in cur officel To
me, and o momy cthers, joon Scribrer
will ablwoys ba o genuine sier, on and
off the ice.”
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